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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Thank you for hearing our concerns and allowing us time on your agenda – we know you have a lot to discuss today.We are here to share what the plan means to us, how it impacts our communities, and how we can help you.We are here to support GC staff’s request to include the county planning departments more directly in their ongoing work.



The Existing Management Plan 

• Intent for including local partners and plans is 
captured in the introductory chapter.  
 

• This is easy to miss, but critical for success. 
 

• Takes years of implementation to truly 
understand the method to the madness.      
We have that. 



Existing Intent of the Plan 
“A Vision of the Columbia Gorge…To achieve this vision the Columbia 
River Gorge Commission will provide: Stewardship of this legacy and 
trust, Leadership for implementation of the National Scenic Area Act 
and the Management Plan, Partnership with communities, tribal 
governments, and agencies, and A (sic) vision of the Gorge as a 
region and the river as a bond…”   
  
“The Management Plan for the Scenic Area is based upon a vision 
created by Congress, the Gorge Commission, the U.S. Forest Service, 
county and city governments, state and federal agencies, Indian 
tribal governments, concerned citizens, and interest groups. The 
vision provides a sense about the future of the Gorge 20, 50, or 100 
years from now.  It supplies the adhesive that binds the plan.”     
 
(Source: MP Introduction, Page 3)  

 



“The Counties” 
• All six counties affected by Gorge Commission rules 

– Residents & Visitors 
– Economies & Resources  
 

• Five counties have adopted Gorge Commission rules – taking 
responsibility for them within their jurisdiction 

 
• We are your partners for implementation 

 



More Than a Stakeholder… 
• We implement these rules 
• We use local resources to implement 
• We are responsible for the outcomes 
• Our residents have needs that are not met 
• We have data you don’t have 
• We have decades of experience   
• We have staff that can help 
• We know what needs fixing 

 
 
 

…We Are Your Partners 



Recognition that people live here… 
“The Scenic Area Act recognizes the human presence amidst a 
spectacular landscape with remarkable natural resources and 
presents a model for reconciliation between them.”   
  
“The vision calls for prosperous cities and towns in the 
Gorge....”   
  
“Urban Areas are eligible for federal funds under the Scenic 
Area Act.  They may expand over time, even at some cost to 
scenic, cultural, natural, or recreation resources.  However, 
they must grow efficiently to minimize costs of growth and to 
function as providers of services.”  
 
(Source: MP Introduction, Page 4) 
 



“Outside Urban Areas, new commercial development is 
limited to those areas where commercial development is 
already occurring and other areas uniquely suited to 
commercial use in conjunction with resource-based 
recreation.”   
  
“Standards in the Scenic Area Act require protection and 
enhancement of scenic, cultural, natural, and recreation 
resources. Development is welcome, but it must not 
adversely affect these resources or interfere with the 
prosperity of the Urban Areas… This vision paints a picture 
far from devoid of human enterprise outside of Urban 
Areas.  It embraces agriculture and forestry and accords a 
special role to recreation.”  
 
(Source: MP Introduction, Page 4) 

 



“New vistas, small-scale travelers' accommodations, campgrounds, river access points, 
trails and other forms of resource-based recreation, both publicly owned and privately 
owned, will be created in rural areas throughout the Scenic Area…New facilities will 
not locate on the Gorge's most valuable agricultural land. Recreation growth will 
respond to demand within resource constraints and will be carefully planned so it 
does not overwhelm the Gorge and the ability of Gorge communities to support it.” 
  
“As the number of tourists and recreationists grows and generates adequate demand, 
alternative modes of transportation-- boat, rail and bus--will become a form of 
recreation.  A network of connected and coordinated trails will develop, including 
riverfront trails and trails linked to Urban Areas. New recreation facilities, such as The 
Gorge Discovery Center, will entice visitors to the east end of the Gorge. This will help 
spread the economic benefits of tourism and relieve some of the pressure on 
recreation sites in the west end of the Gorge.”  
 
“Recreation planning will reach new levels of coordination among landowners, 
recreation purveyors, and providers of emergency, public safety, and other kinds of 
services.  Agencies will develop a system of recreation user fees to support services.” 
 
(Source: MP Introduction, Page 5) 



Expectations set by existing plan: 
“…Issues and goals were identified in two rounds of meetings in each county 
with what came to be called "key community contacts" made up of 
volunteer citizens and community leaders.  The first round focused on issues 
and goals, and the second round on policy alternatives and on standards for 
carrying out policies. Each round of meetings was followed by wide circulation 
of newssheet mailers and by open houses to reach residents at large. In 
addition, a series of workshops to gather public input on recreation issues was 
held.  Finally, two different drafts of the Management Plan were broadly 
circulated, culminating in three public hearings for each draft.  As drafts of the 
Management Plan were discussed, special attention was given to informing 
residents how their property was affected by land use designations and 
guidelines…”  
 
(Source: MP Introduction, Page 6) 
  

 



The Existing Management Plan 

• Has served us well in many ways; a lot of room 
for improvement. 
 

• We have learned a lot through 30+ years of 
direct implementation 
 

• Impacts our residents, our resources, and our 
visitors.  



Request 

• Monthly staff-to-staff meetings 
• Use our data and our staff as the resource 

they are 
• Pursue our concerns where possible 
• Include us in your decision making process 
• Specify why not if you won’t   

 



Thank You, 

Angie Brewer, Planning Director for Wasco County 
 
John Roberts, Community Development Director for Hood River 
County 
 
Michael Cerbone, Planning Director for Multnomah County 
 
Alan Peters, Assistant Planning Director for Skamania County 
 
Mo-chi Lindblad, Planning Director for Klickitat County 
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