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Dear Brenda,

In early January, I had the opportunity to give the monthly
presentation at The Dalles Chamber Power Breakfast. It was a
tough topic and presentation to prepare for, considering the
subject: What should we expect in terms of future land use,
growth and development trends in Wasco County? Until you
really look at key numbers, facts and demographics, the
answer to the question is anyone's guess.

The data, however, shows some important trends, in
particular: the county's population is steadily growing
(particularly those age 65+); the land use development
pattern isn't likely to change (i.e., distinct rural and urban land
use pattern); and farm sizes and types in the county will
continue to vary considerably. Moreover, there will be
continued pressure to rezone agriculture and forest lands to
allow for increased residential use. Conflicts between farm and
urban uses will invariably surface, as the need to fairly balance
both interests will continue.

To navigate the future, we'll all need to continue with our
good leadership, conscientious decision-making, and ongoing
openness to positive changes. Being a planner in this county is
exciting. And your being involved with planning for the future
is critical. Together, we must be invested with the issues that
arise, as well as how we need to embrace the inevitable
changes and transition.

As stated by Patrick Henry, "I know of no way of judging the
future but by the past.”" Wasco County's had a pretty solid,
stable past, but the road has been rough at times, too. That
said, we're 'looking forward' at the planning department, in
part, by learning from the past. It's best to keep positive,
productive and proactive as we plan for the future of Wasco
County. I hope you'll feel welcome in joining me as we pursue
these endeavors.

Thanks,
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September 4, 1974 is B
the date on which
partition laws are
recognized to have
come into effect
throughout Wasco
County. Any parcels
created by deed or sales
contract before this
date are considered
grandfathered in to the
current land use system.
Unfortunately, we
frequently come across
properties that were
created illegally -

- typically in the late _ L o~

1970s or early 1980s -- N
when the county's land %

use laws were still
relatively new.

Take, for example, a farmer in 1977 who owns 400 acres and
decides to deed several 30 acre portions of the property to
family members without going through the required partition
process. Today, the people who own those 30 acre parcels
cannot develop their property because their property was not
legally created. They cannot build, renovate or replace any
structures on the property.

So what can you do if you own property that may have been
created illegally?

The state legislature attempted to offer relief to people
caught in this unfortunate situation via House Bill 2723, which
went into effect on January 1, 2008. House Bill 2723
essentially allows you to trace an illegal property back in time
to the date it was created and examine the zoning at that
time to determine if it could have been created legally through
the county's process.

Unfortunately, the HB 2723 process does not work for all illegal
properties, and even when it works it can be cumbersome.
Most importantly, do your due diligence before purchasing or
transferring property. Check with the title company to make
sure there's a deed for the property recorded before
September 4, 1974 AND the legal description matches exactly
the legal description on the current deed. If no such deed
exists, check with the Planning Department and confirm a
recorded partition or subdivision created the parcel legally.

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES

Here are a few important upcoming (and recently past) dates.
Please visit the Planning Department website for further
details.
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POSTPONED DUE TO WEATHER: new date TBD
Overview of Proposed Changes and FAQ

wcplanning@co.wasco.0r.us
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