
 

 

WASCO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR SESSION / AGENDA   WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 2011 

LOCATION: Wasco County Courthouse, Courtroom #202 

511 Washington Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

Public Comment: Individuals wishing to address the Commission on items not already listed on the Agenda may 
do so from 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. and throughout the meeting.  Please wait for the current topic to conclude.  Raise 
your hand to be recognized by the Chair for direction.  Speakers are required to give their name and address.  
Please limit comments to three minutes. 
Departments:   Are encouraged to have their issue added to the Agenda in advance.  When that is not possible the 
Commission will attempt to make time to fit you in from 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. or between listed Agenda items. 
 
NOTE:  This Agenda is subject to last minute changes.   
 

9:00 a.m.                                                          CALL TO ORDER 
 
 “Items below, without a specific time slot may be rearranged in order to make the best possible 
 use of available time” 

- Corrections or Additions to the Agenda 
- Administrative Officer - Tyler Stone:  Comments 
- Discussion Items   (Items of general Commission discussion, not otherwise listed on the Agenda) 
- Consent Agenda   (Items of a routine nature: minutes, documents to complete or that have been 

previously discussed, etc.  Removal is also allowed in order to be discussed or voted on. 
                              

9:30 a.m. BID OPENING for furnishing Legal Advertisement to Wasco County, Oregon. 

10:00 a.m. PUBLIC HEARING to obtain citizens views about the Wasco County Home Repair  

  Grant Project funded by the Oregon Economic and Community Development  

  Department and to take comments about the local government’s performance. 

10:30 a.m. BOBBIE MILLER.  Discussion on 25 years of Gorge Legislation. 

  NEW / OLD BUSINESS 

  COMMISSION CALL / REPORTS 

  ADJOURN 
 
Meetings are ADA accessible.  For special accommodations please contact the Commission Office in advance,  
(541) 506-2520.  TDD 1-800-735-2900.   Wasco County does not discriminate against individuals with disabilities. 
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DISCUSSION LIST 

 
 
ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS: 
 
1. Request from Chief Deputy Magill to declare as surplus two vehicles from the 
 Wasco County Sheriff’s Office. 
 
2. Consideration of the request to authorize the Sheriff’s Office to dispose of the 
 2007 Crown Victoria Vehicle declared as surplus on October 12, 2011.  
 
3. Acceptance of resignation of Dean Crofton from the Wasco/Hood River County 
 Veterans Services Advisory Committee. 
 
4. Consideration of the letters of interest from two individuals interested in being 
 considered for appointment to the Wasco/Hood River County Veterans 
 Services Advisory Committee. 
 
5. Discussion on setting the time for the Public Hearing on January 18, 2012 on the 
 proposed Energy Updates. 
 
6. Consideration and adoption of the Wasco County Veterans’ Service Office 
 Expansion and Enhancement Funds Plan for Expending Funds (2011-2012). 
 
  
ON HOLD: 
 
1. Discussion on Scope of Work and Proposed Budget for Updates and 
 Maintenance to Wasco County Website.  (Waiting for AOC) 
 
2. Discussion on the GIS System. 
 
3. Discussion on the National Guard Armory Property. 
 
4. Request from Mid-Columbia Council of Governments for funding assistance on 
 Renewable Energy Pilot Project. 
 
5. Request from Dave Anderson, City of The Dalles Public Works Director, 
 regarding the Kuck Well Water Right at the Columbia Gorge Discovery Center. 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

 
 

 
1. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Chip Wood to the Wasco County 
 Budget Committee. 
 
2. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Dennis Radford to the Wasco County 
 Solid Waste Advisory Committee. 
 
3. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Fred Schubert to the North Central 
 Public Health District Board of Health. 
 
4. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Brian Ahier to the Mid-Columbia 
 Council of Governments Board of Directors. 
 
5. Amendment #1 to ODOT Grant Agreement No. 27616 between the Oregon 
 Department of Transportation and Wasco County. 
 
6. Regular Session Minutes of October 12, 2011. 
 
7. Regular Session Minutes of October 19, 2011. 
 































 
 

WASCO COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR SESSION 
OCTOBER 12, 2011 

 
 

  PRESENT: Sherry Holliday, Chair of Commission 
    Scott C. Hege, County Commissioner 
    Rod L. Runyon, County Commissioner 
    Tyler Stone, Administrative Officer 
    Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant 
 
 
At 4 p.m. Chair Sherry Holliday called the meeting to order. 
 

 
 
 

Jack Hay addressed the Board of Commissioners on the article that he read in the 
newspaper regarding the Mid-Columbia Council of Governments proposed wind power 
project.  Hay informed the Board of the wind power group that he put together with local 
farmers years ago for the possible development of wind power.  In the end Florida 
Power decided not to pursue the project. 
 
Discussion occurred regarding Hay’s proposed project and the project being proposed 
by Mid-Columbia Council of Governments. 
 
Commissioner Hege had several questions pertaining to the land leases and what types 
of rates are paid during that part of the wind power project. 
 
Hay responded by stating that the landowners received a flat fee of either $1,000 or 
$2,000 per year.  The fee was dependent upon how many turbines would be placed on 
the land. 
 

 
 
 

John Roberts, Planning & Development Director, reported that Chair Holliday requested 
that he provide the Board of Commissioners with a monthly update on the number of 
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applications received by the Planning & Development Department.  He plans to submit 
the update to the Board on a monthly basis beginning next month. 
 
Roberts reported on the meeting that took place with the Focus Group.  The County 
received a lot of good feedback from the meeting.  He felt it was very valuable for staff 
to hear those comments firsthand. 
 
Roberts noted that he forwarded to the Board of Commissioners the request that he 
received from Bill Fashing, Mid-Columbia Council of Governments, for a letter of 
support for two grants that they are applying for. 
 
Commissioner Hege felt that it was more appropriate for the Board of Commissioners to 
support such a request rather than a County Department. 
 
Roberts noted that a comparable facility already exists in Hood River. 
 
Chair Holliday noted that Mid-Columbia Council of Governments has spoken about the 
need for a transportation center for some time. 
 
The Board discussed briefly with Roberts the recent barbeque held at the Planning & 
Development Department and the focus group meeting. 
 
Fred Davis, Facilities Manager, updated the Board on the Data Center Electrical 
Installation Project.  He presented to the Board a copy of the overview of said project, 
(Attached as Exhibit A). 
 
Davis informed the Board that the County conducted a walk through with various 
contractors and is waiting to receive back proposals next week.  The project falls under 
the intermediate procurement process.  The IT room has been designed to provide the 
County with the best long term service that can be determined at this point in time.  It is 
their intent to have the project completed by November 18, 2011. 
 
Some discussion occurred regarding the Data Center Electrical Installation Project. 
 
Chair Holliday asked Tyler Stone, Administrative Officer, if he had anything to present to 
the Board. 
 
Stone reported that he sent out an email to the Board regarding moving forward with 
centralized purchasing under the Office Max State Bid.  He is planning to discuss this 
matter at tomorrow’s Department Head meeting.  Stone anticipates that the County will 
save $15,000 to $20,000 if we purchase supplies from Office Max.   
 
Stone asked the Board if they still support the centralized purchasing concept.  He 
noted that a centralized purchasing training is scheduled on November 9th. 
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Some discussion occurred. 
 
Stone requested that the Board members write an article for inclusion in the next 
“Wasco Wire” County newsletter. 
 
Stone reported that the Employee Recognition Committee has met two times over the 
last two months.  He requested that McBride provide the Board with an update on the 
meetings. 
 
McBride stated that the Committee has come up with the following projects to be 
undertaken by the end of the year:  Courthouse Christmas tree, holiday potluck, gift 
exchange, door decorating and fudge contests, cookie exchange, food and toy drive, 
and adopt a family.  Stone is allowing the Committee to move forward with these 
employee activities. 
 
Chair Holliday suggested that the County’s newsletter should include an employee 
spotlight. 
 
Stone stated that he is guessing that the newsletter will expand.  Hope Vance, 
Payroll/Human Resource Generalist, wants to write an article for the newsletter.  He 
also anticipates that the newsletter will include an article from the Employee 
Recognition Committee. 
 
Stone reported that he redistributed the draft of the Employee Handbook to the Senior 
Management Team.  The handbook is an overview and introduction on our policies and 
procedures.  There are many things to cover in the handbook.  The handbook will be 
discussed at tomorrow’s Department Head meeting. 
 
Stone stated that he spoke to the Wasco County Circuit Court regarding the County’s 
use of the Courthouse Meeting Room #206.  Circuit Court stated that they will work with 
us. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Item #4 
 
Chair Holliday suggested that the Board of Commissioners needs to develop some type 
of written policy so that Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant, knows what to do in the 
handling of openings on various Boards, Commissions and Committees.  She wondered 
if the County was going to allow people to continue to serve if they have had no more 
than two consecutive terms on any specific Board, Commission or Committee. 

CONSIDERATION of items listed on the Discussion List of October 12,  
2011, (Attached as Exhibit B). 
 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 
OCTOBER 12, 2011 
PAGE 4 
 
A lengthy discussion occurred. 
 

 
 
 
 

{{{Commissioner Hege moved to approve the Regular Session Consent Calendar 
of October 12, 2011 as presented.  Commissioner Runyon seconded the motion; 
it was then passed unanimously.}}} 
 
{{{Commissioner Hege moved to approve Order #11-115 in the matter of the 
reappointment of Sherry Holliday to the Mid-Columbia Council of Governments 
Board of Directors and Order #11-116 in the matter of the reappointment of Rod 
Runyon to the Mid-Columbia Council of Governments Board of Directors.  Chair 
Holliday seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 
 

 
 
 
 

 
#1 
 
Stone stated that the Sheriff’s Office has another governmental agency that wants to 
purchase the Crown Victoria vehicle from Wasco County.  He has contacted the Oregon 
Department of Administrative Services to see if it is appropriate for the County to sale 
the vehicle to this agency.  Stone is waiting to hear back from the state. 
 
{{{Commissioner Runyon moved to declare the Wasco County Sheriff’s Office 
2007 Crown Victoria vehicle as surplus as requested by Chief Deputy Sheriff  
Lane Magill.  Commissioner Hege seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 
 
#2 
 
The Board had no problem with the Proposed Radio Station Schedule for 2012 as 
presented by McBride. 
 
#3 
 
The Board had no problem with the Proposed 2012 Board of Commissioners Schedule.  
The schedule can be changed as required. 
 

CONTINUATION OF THE CONSIDERATION of items listed on the  
Discussion List of October 12, 2011. 
 

CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL of the Regular Session Consent 
Calendars of October 12, 2011, (Attached as Exhibit C). 
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Commissioner Hege stated that he received some emails thanking the Board of 
Commissioners for conducting evening meetings.  Commissioner Hege would like to 
see that we continue to hold evening meetings, especially when we consider the Energy 
Chapter Updates. 
 
#5 
 
The Board discussed the request from Mid-Columbia Council of Governments 
(MCCOG) for a letter of support for two different grant requests. 
 
Commissioner Hege had no problem with supporting the concept for a transportation 
center for the community.  However, there are some specific issues related to some of 
the information provided.   
 
Commissioner Runyon stated that he has no problem with MCCOG saying they were 
going to apply for a grant.  He has a problem with them stating that they want to acquire 
property and the Port of The Dalles does not know anything about it. 
 
{{{Commissioner Hege moved that the Board of Commissioners send a letter of 
support for the Mid-Columbia Council of Governments Grant Application and that 
the County’s support does not include supporting a specific location for the 
transportation center.  Commissioner Runyon seconded the motion; it was then 
passed unanimously.}}} 
 
On Hold Item #4 
 
Stone stated that the discussion on the National Guard Armory Property is still on hold.  
Dr. Frank Toda is making the personal contact with the National Guard. 
 
On Hold Item #4 
 
Stone had a conversation with Mike Benedict, Hood River County, in regards to adding 
new termination language within the proposed Intergovernmental Agreement between 
Wasco County and Hood River County for Veterans Services.  Benedict has no problem 
with amending the language.  The Agreement will be amended and returned for the 
County’s consideration. 
 
On Hold Item #5 
 
Stone stated that he has started to review the request from Mid-Columbia Council of 
Governments for funding assistance on their Renewable Energy Pilot Project.  It will be 
a little while before he comes up with his recommendation on their request. 
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Chair Holliday asked the Board if they support paying for the dinner for County staff 
attending the Annual Association of Oregon Counties Conference in Eugene in 
November. 
 
The Board is fine with the cost of the dinner coming out of the County Court’s Budget. 
The Board briefly discussed this year’s Product Tasting Event at the Association of 
Oregon Counties Conference. 
 
The Board signed: 
 
- Order #11-109 in the matter of the reappointment of Del Cesar to the Wasco County 
Board of Property Tax Appeals. 
- Order #11-110 in the matter of the reappointment of Delphene Thornton to the Wasco 
County Board of Property Tax Appeals. 
- Order #11-111 in the matter of the reappointment of Scott Hege to the Wasco County 
Board of Property Tax Appeals. 
- Order #11-112 in the matter of the reappointment of Mike Zingg to the Wasco County 
Economic Development Commission. 
- Order #11-113 in the matter of the reappointment of Ken Polehn to the Wasco County 
Fair Board. 
- Order #11-114 in the matter of the reappointment of Jim Yuhas to the Wasco County 
Board of Property Tax Appeals. 
- Order #11-115 in the matter of the reappointment of Sherry Holliday to the Mid-
Columbia Council of Governments Board of Directors. 
- Order #11-116 in the matter of the reappointment of Rod Runyon to the Mid-Columbia 
Council of Governments Board of Directors. 
 
The Board adjourned at 6:07 p.m. 
 
      WASCO COUNTY BOARD OF  
      COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Sherry Holliday, Chair of Commission 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Scott C. Hege, County Commissioner 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Rod L. Runyon, County Commissioner 
 



 
 

WASCO COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
REGULAR SESSION 
OCTOBER 19, 2011 

 
 

  PRESENT: Sherry Holliday, Chair of Commission 
    Scott C. Hege, County Commissioner 
    Rod L. Runyon, County Commissioner 
    Tyler Stone, Administrative Officer 
    Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant 
 
 
Chair Holliday called the meeting to order at 9 a.m. 
 

 
 
 

Richard Murray asked the Board of Commissioners why two women who own a 3,700 
acre parcel on Pleasant Ridge Road is allowed to have two dwellings on the property, 
while Thomas Teven is not allowed to have one dwelling.  The property has the same 
zoning as Teven and one home was built illegally.  Murray stated that the homes have 
water, power, telephone and the road is plowed.   
 
Some discussion occurred. 
 
John Roberts, Planning & Development Director, was provided with the property 
information.  Roberts will be in contact with Murray regarding this matter. 
 

 
 
 

John Roberts introduced Will Clark, AmeriCorps worker.  Clark is working under the 
RARE Program at the Mid-Columbia Council of Governments Office.  Clark will be 
updating the County’s Natural Hazards Mitigation Plan. 
 
Roberts noted all of the various organizations that are involved in the update of the 
Plan.  A grant was received which will update the Natural Hazards Mitigation Plans for 
the Counties of Clackamas, Hood River, Sherman, Gilliam, Morrow, Wheeler and 
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Wasco.  Clark is the lead person doing the update.  Roberts will be facilitating this 
process for Clark. 
 
Roberts stated that he prepared a memorandum in regards to this process, (Attached 
as Exhibit A).  He is wondering if the Board is comfortable with using the former 
Steering Committee, and if there are any other individuals that the Board of 
Commissioners would like to see be involved in the update process.  He anticipates 
three to four meetings of the Committee to provide Clark with feedback. 
 
Roberts stated that he feels the current plan is in pretty good shape.  The Plan prepares 
the County for emergencies.  Without the Plan the County would not be eligible for any 
emergency funding from the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
 
Clark stated that they are currently working on a survey for the residents in the area.  
They will also be doing a risk analysis. 
 
Some discussion occurred regarding the membership of the Steering Committee. 
 
Roberts noted that the only cost to the County is in staff time. 
 
Roberts reported that the County has been awarded a Technical Assistance Grant in 
the amount of $15,000 from the Oregon Department of Land Conservation and 
Development.  He received the Board’s approval to submit the grant proposal.  At that 
time the Board was aware that a contingency transfer would be required if the grant was 
received.  
 
Roberts noted that he will be preparing a Request for Proposals to hire a consultant to 
conduct an audit of the Planning & Development Department.  The consultant will look 
at the Department’s intake, the development review process and will identify the 
differences between federal, state and local regulations. 
 
Roberts noted that his grant request was for $20,000 with a local commitment of $5,000 
in cash contribution and $10,000 in staff and material costs for a total local contribution 
of $15,000. 
 
Roberts was directed to speak with Tyler Stone, Administrative Officer, and Monica 
Morris, Finance Manager, regarding the contingency fund transfer. 
 
Will Clark informed the Board that he just graduated from Oregon State University.  He 
will be doing the AmeriCorps Program for the next 11 months.  He is originally from  
La Grande and is currently residing in The Dalles. 
 
Chair Holliday asked if there were any changes to the Board’s Agenda.  There were 
none. 
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Chair Holliday asked Tyler Stone, Administrative Officer, if he had anything to report 
today. 
 
Stone stated that he had hoped to have some news back on the Agreement with the 
Wasco County Law Enforcement Association.  The Union is still talking about the 
County’s proposal. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Item #1 
 
Commissioner Hege wanted the Board to discussed House Bill 3188 and the 
requirements of the County to report annually on the lottery dollars received and 
expended by the County.  As a new Commissioner, Hege does not know how much the 
County receives and where the funding goes.  Commissioner Hege feels we really need 
to think about this matter.  The purpose of the funding is to further economic 
development. 
 
Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant, informed the Board of the phone call she received 
this morning from Monica Morris, Finance Manager.  Morris wanted the Board to know 
that we are proposing to move the Lottery Funds from the General Fund to the 
dedicated Special Economic Development Payments Fund #208.  The Board of 
Commissioners needs to direct Morris in the transfer of these funds to a dedicated fund.  
Morris also needs to know what the Board feels the money should be used for.  This 
information is required in order to make the appropriation correctly.  A supplemental 
budget may be required.  McBride stated that Linda Brown, County Clerk, was 
requested to contact former County Clerk Karen LeBreton Coats to find out how the 
money has been utilized in the past. 
 
Some discussion occurred. 
 
Commissioner Runyon stated that some of this funding could be utilized on roads.  He 
feels a work session may be in order to talk about the use of these funds. 
 
McBride had one more item for the Board’s discussion and that is the scheduling of a 
meeting to begin the update process on the Transportation Improvement Plan. 
 
Some discussion occurred regarding the planning process and when the public 
becomes involved. 
 

CONSIDERATION of items listed on the Discussion List of October 19,  
2011, (Attached as Exhibit B). 
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Stone informed the Board that the County has budgeted $90,000 in Video Poker monies 
during Fiscal Year 2011-2012. 
 
The Board’s preference is to schedule the first planning meeting on the afternoon of 
December 7, 2011. 
 
Commissioner Hege stated that the minutes sent to the Board from McBride in regards 
to the discussion with Former County Judge John Mabrey and Dr. Frank Toda, 
Columbia Gorge Community College, is very clear that the National Guard was going to 
remove the building and clear the property.  He feels if the County incurs any cost in the 
abatement or removal of the building that the funding dedicated to the College would be 
used to offset any out-of-pocket expenses of the County. 
 
Some discussion occurred. 
 
Stone stated that he will have a chance this evening to talk to the National Guard and 
ask that question again. 
 

 
 
 

 
The Board recessed at 9:45 a.m. to tour the Columbia Basin Care Facility. 
 
At 1:30 p.m. the Board reconvened. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Ron Graves, Wasco County Soil & Water Conservation District Director, and Josh 
Thompson, Conservation Planner, were present to provide information to the Board of 
Commissioners on feral pigs in Wasco County. 
 
Graves stated Thompson is one of their Planners who will be making today’s 
presentation.  The District has been working on feral pigs for 10 years. 
 
Graves noted that the District has prepared a Pest Risk Assessment for Feral Pigs in 
Oregon with a Feral Swine Action Plan for Oregon.  The Risk Assessment and Action 
Plan were presented to the Board, (Attached as Exhibit C). 
 
 

TOUR of the Columbia Basin Care Facility. 
 
 

RON GRAVES, WASCO COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT.  Discussion on feral pigs in Wasco County. 
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Thompson presented a short video which was put together by Cody Stroda, High 
School Student, of the action taken by the District in tracking four feral pigs in Wasco 
County.  Thompson noted that GPS collars were used to track the location of these 
pigs.  The District did not see any trend or pattern in the data obtained by these devices.  
They estimate that there are five to thirty pigs in a sounder.  They are unsure of the 
number of feral pigs within Wasco County. 
 
Thompson then presented a PowerPoint presentation, (Attached as Exhibit D). 
 
Some discussion occurred after the PowerPoint presentation.   
 
Graves stated that the feral pigs started out in the Antelope area.  They are migrating 
north.  They are now in the Pine Hollow and Buck Hollow drainages, as well as in 
Sherman County.  Dan Carver stopped in yesterday at the District Office.  Carver 
indicated that he has seen pig signs in all of his drainages on his ranch. 
 
Mel Omeg, Wasco County Budget Committee Member, stated that the County allocated 
some additional funding this year for Wildlife Services to help with the feral pig problem 
in the County.  The Soil and Water Conservation District has been working on this 
problem for a number of years.  We need to keep at it to keep the number of pigs down. 
 
Thompson stated that the area where the pigs have been located in is growing.  We 
have no way of knowing what their population is.  He feels that the communications 
between the Department of Fish and Wildlife and the USDA, APHIS Wildlife Services 
needs to improve. 
 
Graves noted that this is a state-wide problem.  The State of Oregon needs to be doing 
something about this issue.  The District has applied for grant funding since it is pretty 
expensive to take on an effort to eradicate the feral pigs.  The District has failed to get 
grants on numerous occasions. 
 
Thompson stated that they will keep on trying to get grant funding.  The Oregon 
Watershed Enhancement Board has encouraged the District to reapply for grant 
funding.  They will be sitting down with the various agencies to develop a good plan. 
 
Chair Holliday stated that she has been in communications with David Williams, Wildlife 
Services Director, regarding the additional funding that has been allocated to their 
program by Wasco County.  She has requested that the State provide the County with 
some type of plan on how they will be dealing with the feral pig and cougar problem.  
Essentially the County is buying more time from our Federal Trapper Jon Belozer. 
 

 
 
 

DAVE PETERS, COLUMBIA CASCADE HOUSING CORPORATION.  
Discussion on the proposed Mid-Columbia Regional Home Repair 
Program Policies and Procedures and an update on the Wasco County 
Home Repair Loan Program. 
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Dave Peters, Columbia Cascade Housing Corporation, updated the Board on the 
Wasco County Home Repair Loan Program Grant Project.  He noted that they have 
accepted the last loan under the Project.  If the next bid is in the amount of $24,000 they 
will be done with that loan.  The County has until December 31, 2011 to have committed 
all of the loan dollars under the Project.  The State of Oregon would like to see all of the 
loan dollars dispensed by the end of the year.  There is no problem getting the money 
leant out within the next two weeks. 
 
The Home Repair Loan dollars in the Counties of Wasco, Hood River and Sherman 
need to come back to Columbia Cascade Housing Corporation upon repayment.  The 
monies are intended to support housing.  The proposed Mid-Columbia Regional Home 
Repair Program Policies and Procedures would be dealing with the repayment of these 
funds, (Attached as Exhibit E). 
 
Peters is proposing that the next grant application would be for a regional program with 
the Counties of Hood River, Sherman and Wasco.  He was thinking that Wasco County 
would be the grant recipient. 
 
Some discussion occurred regarding the proposal that Wasco County would be a grant 
recipient for a regional grant.  The grant application would need to be submitted during 
the first quarter of 2012. 
 
Peters asked that the Board provide him with any questions or concerns regarding the 
proposed Policies and Procedures.  Peters learned in speaking with Ernie Kirchner from 
Oregon Housing and Community Services that Kirchner feels that all property taxes 
should be current.  Peters feels that there should be some wording within the Policies 
and Procedures which address people with tax deferments.  Kirchner also suggested 
that the Dispute Resolution section be cleaned up. 
 
Peters went over his handout entitled “Mid Columbia Regional Home Repair Program”, 
(Attached as Exhibit F). 
 
Chair Holliday asked what happens if they come across a residence that has been 
illegally placed and there is a lien on it. 
 
Peters noted that they will do a title search and insurance is required. 
 
Some discussion occurred. 
 
The Board expressed that the Policies and Procedures should require that property 
taxes should be current and that property owners not be allowed to refinance and pull 
out all of the equity on their property. 
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Chair Holliday requested that Peters find out how other Regional Programs work.  She 
feels that it will become complicated with a Regional Project. 
 
Peters noted that under a Regional Project he believes that Wasco County would get 
the majority of the funding since Hood River County is running out of potential 
applicants and Sherman County did not spend all of their grant funding.  Under the state 
rules the applicant is excluded from getting the administrative dollars. 
 
Peters will make some changes to the proposed Policies and Procedures for the 
Board’s consideration.  Kirchner has suggested that the repayment dollars be kept for 
the required match.  Columbia Cascade Housing Corporation will hold onto the 
repayment dollars until March or April. 
 
Stone stated that the County will be required in the next round to have an Equal 
Opportunity Plan in place.  He would like to see Columbia Cascade Housing 
Corporation do the work. 
 
Peters noted in closing that there are new rules and more requirements under the next 
grant cycle. 
 
Commissioner Runyon asked if the County would be allowed to charge the other two 
counties for the work that Wasco County would be doing on their behalf.   
 
Peters will look into that matter and will let the Board know what he learns. 
 

 
 
 
 

Commissioner Hege had a concern regarding the section of minutes on Page 5 of the 
Regular Session Minutes of October 12, 2011, that pertains to his comments on the 
request from Mid-Columbia Council of Governments for a letter of support.  He 
requested that the minutes be amended before the Board would approve them.   
 
{{{Commissioner Runyon moved to approve the Regular Session Consent 
Agenda for October 19, 2011, with the exception of Item #11.  Commissioner Hege 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 
 

 
 
 

 
 

CONSIDERATION AND APPROVAL of the Regular Session Consent 
Calendars of October 19, 2011, (Attached as Exhibit G). 
 

COMMISSION CALL / REPORTS 
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Commissioner Runyon stated that he will send the Board an email regarding Regional 
Solutions. 
 
Commissioner Runyon reported that on October 28th there will be a group of Wounded 
Warriors that will be making a trip from Vancouver, Washington to the City of Maupin.  
The group of 50 people will be staying at the Imperial River Company.  They will be 
provided with a guided tour. 
 
Commissioner Runyon noted that the Board of Commissioners, at our last meeting, 
allowed the North Central Public Health District to explore the District going out on their 
own.  He felt that they should look at different approaches to a stand-alone District.   
Since then he has been hearing things that we are giving them an open book.  
Commissioner Runyon does not want the District to go out and hire attorneys or 
consultants.  He thought the exploration would be done internally.  Commissioner 
Runyon feels that the County needs to make it clear. 
 
Chair Holliday stated that didn’t appear as to what the discussion was before the Board 
of Health.  Teri Thalhofer, North Central Public Health District Director, was going to get 
some figures together on what it might cost the District. 
 
Commissioner Runyon would like the County to follow up on this with our District 
Director.  At this point in time we are not looking to go out and incur any costs. 
 
Chair Holliday stated that the discussion about utilizing Wilford Carey was only if they 
were going to go out and create their own District.  Thalhofer was going to figure out 
what it would cost to contract out payroll, etc…  Chair Holliday agreed that we should 
make it clear. 
 
Stone stated if this is something that we don’t think is a worthwhile avenue to be taking 
then we should not put Thalhofer through all of that work.  Stone will contact Thalhofer 
to express the Board’s concerns. 
 
Commissioner Hege stated that he feels it would be good to make it clear on what we 
expect.  He is pretty open in looking at this as long as it is in that scope.  Commissioner 
Hege stated it does not seem like it would be a lot more.  The District could contract 
back with the County which would set the County free of the administrative role.  He 
does not feel we need to spend money to look into that. 
 
Stone stated that he just received back from Hood River County the modified 
Intergovernmental Agreement for Veterans Services.   
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{{{Commissioner Hege moved to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement for 
Provision of Veterans’ Services between Wasco County and Hood River County; 
said approval is subject to County Counsel’s approval.  Commissioner Runyon 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 
 
Stone stated that the Board asked about the number of volunteer hours at the Veterans 
Services Office (229 hours for the month of September).  The number of hours is 
growing.  
 
Commissioner Runyon reported that the volunteers are scheduling all of the 
appointments.  They are doing a lot of work. 
 
Commissioner Hege asked that we address the GIS System that is listed under the On 
Hold Section on the Board’s Discussion List. 
 
Staff will schedule Tycho Granville to discuss the GIS System with members of the 
Board of Commissioners. 
 
The Board signed: 
 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Rich Remington to the Wasco County 
Board of Review. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Jerry Duling to the Wasco County Board of 
Review. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of David Cooper to the Wasco County  Board 
of Review. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Louise Sargent to the Wasco County 
Elderly & Handicapped Transportation Funds Advisory Committee. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Dave Mason to the Wasco County Elderly 
& Handicapped Transportation Funds Advisory Committee. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Lee Bryant to the Wasco County Elderly & 
Handicapped Transportation Funds Advisory Committee. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Pam Petersen to the Wasco County 
Courthouse Safety Committee. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Jeff McCall to the Wasco County Public 
Works Building Safety Committee. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Don Lewis to the Wasco County Public 
Works Building Safety Committee. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Don Uhalde to the Wasco County Public 
Works Building Safety Committee. 
- Intergovernmental Agreement for Provision of Veterans’ Services. 
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The Board adjourned at 3:07 p.m. 
 
      WASCO COUNTY BOARD OF  
      COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Sherry Holliday, Chair of Commission 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Scott C. Hege, County Commissioner 
 
 
      __________________________________ 
      Rod L. Runyon, County Commissioner 
 
 
 
 







PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE 

 
 

Wasco County is completing a Home Repair Grant Project funded with 
Community Development Block Grant funds from the Oregon Economic and 
Community Development Department.  The location of the Project is 312 Court 
Street, Suite 419, The Dalles, Oregon, 97058.  It is estimated that the project 
benefited at least 22 persons of whom 100% are low or moderate income. 
 
A public hearing will be held by the Wasco County Board of Commissioners at 
10:00 a.m. on November 2, 2011 at the Wasco County Courthouse, 511 
Washington Street, Courtroom #202, The Dalles, Oregon. 
 
The purpose of the hearing is for the Wasco County Board of Commissioners to 
obtain citizens views about the Project and to take comments about the local 
government’s performance.  Written comments are also welcome and must be 
received by November 1, 2011 at the Wasco County Board of Commissioners 
Office, 511 Washington Street, Suite 302, The Dalles, Oregon 97058.  Both oral 
and written comments will be reviewed by the Wasco County Board of 
Commissioners.  
 
The location of the hearing is accessible to the disabled. Please let Kathy 
McBride, Executive Assistant, at (541) 506-2520 know if you will need any 
special accommodations to attend or participate in the hearing.  
 
More information about the Oregon Community Development Block Grant 
Program and the Project is available for public review at the Wasco County 
Board of Commissioners Office at 511 Washington St, Suite 302, The Dalles, 
Oregon during regular office hours. Advanced notice is requested.     
 
 
 
     David Peters 
     COLUMBIA CASCADE HOUSING CORP.    
 
Published:  October 23, 2011                                            
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