
 

 

WASCO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

REGULAR SESSION / AGENDA   WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2011 

LOCATION: Wasco County Courthouse, Courtroom #202 

511 Washington Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

Public Comment: Individuals wishing to address the Commission on items not already listed on the Agenda may 
do so from 9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. and throughout the meeting.  Please wait for the current topic to conclude.  Raise 
your hand to be recognized by the Chair for direction.  Speakers are required to give their name and address.  
Please limit comments to three minutes. 
Departments:   Are encouraged to have their issue added to the Agenda in advance.  When that is not possible the 
Commission will attempt to make time to fit you in from 9 a.m. - 9:30 am or between listed Agenda items. 
 
NOTE:  This Agenda is subject to last minute changes.   
 

9:00 a.m.                                                          CALL TO ORDER 
 
 “Items below, without a specific time slot may be rearranged in order to make the best possible 
 use of available time” 

- Corrections or Additions to the Agenda 
- Administrative Officer - Tyler Stone:  Comments 
- Discussion Items   (Items of general Commission discussion, not otherwise listed on the Agenda) 
- Consent Agenda   (Items of a routine nature: minutes, documents to complete or that have been 

previously discussed, etc.  Removal is also allowed in order to be discussed or voted on. 
                              

9:30 a.m. JOHN ARENS, MID-COLUMBIA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS EXECUTIVE   

  DIRECTOR.  Consideration of the funding request from Mid-Columbia Council of  

  Governments and the Community Renewal Energy Association (CREA). 

10:00 a.m. MIKE DAVIDSON, EMERGENCY MANAGER.  Adoption of the Community Points  

  of Distribution Plan for Wasco County. 

10:15 a.m. BARB SEATTER, MID-COLUMBIA CENTER FOR LIVING EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.   

  Update on Senate Bill 3650 (Development of Coordinated Care Organizations). 

10:35 a.m. EXECUTIVE SESSION as authorized by ORS 192.660(2)(d) to conduct   

  deliberations with persons designated by the governing body to carry on labor  

  negotiations. 

  NEW / OLD BUSINESS 

  COMMISSION CALL / REPORTS 

  ADJOURN 
 
Meetings are ADA accessible.  For special accommodations please contact the Commission Office in advance,  
(541) 506-2520.  TDD 1-800-735-2900.   Wasco County does not discriminate against individuals with disabilities. 
 





 
       October 5, 2011 
 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to state our strong support for the City of The Dalles’ TIGER III Grant Application 
as part of The Dalles Downtown/Riverfront Multimodal Connection project. This endeavor will bring about 
both immediate and long-term benefits to the region that the Wasco County Board of Commissioners is very 
interested in seeing. 
 
Wasco County was established in 1854, and has enjoyed a strong partnership with the City of The Dalles 
throughout its existence. This proposed project will benefit the lives of thousands of our county’s citizens 
through its short- and long-term job creation, economic stimulation, and safety, environmental and 
aesthetic benefits. 
 
Furthermore, the County owns land commonly referred to as the Lewis & Clark Rock Fort. Part of the 
Multimodal Connection project will be to construct a public art piece that will help promote and draw 
visitors to this National Historic Site. This will strengthen the County’s connection to its history, and the 
citizens’ awareness of its heritage. 
 
We are excited to be working as a partner with the City of The Dalles once again. Please feel free to contact 
us with any questions. 
 
       Yours very truly, 
 
       WASCO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
       Sherry Holliday, Chair of Commission 
        
 
       Scott C. Hege, Commissioner 
 
 
       Rod L. Runyon, Commissioner 

 



 
 

       October 5, 2011 
 
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to state our strong support for the City of The Dalles’ ODOT Flexible Funds grant 
application as part of The Dalles Downtown/Riverfront Multimodal Connection project. This endeavor will 
bring about both immediate and long-term benefits to the region that the Wasco County Board of 
Commissioners is very interested in seeing. 
 
Wasco County was established in 1854, and has enjoyed a strong partnership with the City of The Dalles 
throughout its existence. This proposed project will benefit the lives of thousands of our county’s citizens 
through its short- and long-term job creation, economic stimulation, and safety, environmental and 
aesthetic benefits. 
 
Furthermore, the County owns land commonly referred to as the Lewis & Clark Rock Fort. This multimodal 
connection project will provide safe and more convenient access for citizens to a newly constructed festival 
area; this festival area will also have signage that will help promote and draw visitors to Rock Fort. This will 
strengthen the County’s connection to its history, and the citizens’ awareness of its heritage. 
 
We are excited to be working as a partner with the City of The Dalles once again. Please feel free to contact 
us with any questions. 
 
       Yours very truly, 
 
       WASCO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 
 
       Sherry Holliday, Chair of Commission 
        
 
       Scott C. Hege, Commissioner 
 
 
       Rod L. Runyon, Commissioner 

 



 
       October 5, 2011 

 

 

Miriam Hulst, Program Representative 

Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 

775 Summer Street NE. Suite 360 

Salem, Oregon 97301-1290 

 

Dear Ms. Hulst: 

 

We are writing in support of an OWEB grant for a land acquisition project in Wasco County submitted by Columbia 

Land Trust.  This Mill Creek Ridge property is significant because it contains a diversity of native bunchgrasses and 

wildflowers as well as Oregon white oak and ponderosa pine.  This ridgeline offers incredible views both to the 

properties and from them.  The property is threatened because portions of the property are zoned for 10-acre rural 

residential lots.   

 

Wasco County has concerns related to the continued erosion of our financial position as it relates to the ability to 

provide critical services to our constituents.  Previously, we had asked the Land Trust to not request tax exemption on 

acquired lands but request a change in tax status to Open Space which would provide some relief but remain taxable.  

This year Columbia Land Trust went through the process of applying for and receiving an Open Space Tax Assessment 

from the County on property purchased last year on the Ridge.   

 

Wasco County would also request that the property be left open to the public so that recreational opportunities are 

actually being enhanced and preserved for the future. In turn for any lost tax revenues, the public would be receiving 

valuable consideration that will only grow in value in the future as availability of recreational areas become more 

difficult to find. 

 

The proposed acquisition will address the priority habitats and species identified in the Basin Ecological Priorities by 

conserving unique habitat needed by these species, such as Lewis’ woodpecker, western meadowlark and ash throated 

flycatcher. 

 

It is these natural resources and the multitude of recreational opportunities that make Wasco County so unique and 

beautiful, and such an attractive place to residents and visitors alike. For these reasons, the Board of Commissioners 

supports the proposed acquisition of this property. 

 

       Sincerely, 

 

 

       Sherry Holliday 

       CHAIR OF COMMISSION 
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What is an appropriate plan for CMHP functions? 
 

The Oregon Health Policy Board, the Oregon Health Authority, the Joint Special Committee on 

Health Care Transformation and the 76
th

 Legislative Assembly are discussing how best to 

integrate health care services, including mental health services currently provided through county 

community mental health programs (CMHPs).  

 

In these conversations there is a general understanding that CMHPs provide public mental health 

care, but there is little discussion of the other CMHP functions, and the impact of separating 

some functions (and funding) from the remainder.  

 

The Local Mental Health Authorities (most commonly, the elected boards of county 

commissioners) have statutory responsibilities for a range of services, and for system planning, 

coordination and quality assurance. They commonly execute these responsibilities through a 

CMHP. In addition to service provision, CMHPs provide consultation to, and coordination with, 

multiple community service entities.  

 

The following table lists some services and functions of the CMHP. Service related funded is 

available for most activities in Columns 1 and 2, and some activities in Column 3. The CMHP 

funding includes State General Fund (SGF), Medicaid (OHP), federal and private grants, and 

County General Fund. The local integration of these funds allows the CMHP to provide safety 

net mental health services for the entire community (including uninsured), and finances the 

infrastructure to address some activities in Column 3 and all of Column 4.  

 

If delivery system transformation assigns the OHP-funded public mental health services to 

another organization, this jeopardizes the mental health safety net services for the uninsured, and 

the community functions listed in Columns 3 and 4.  
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Column 1 

 

Community Mental 

Health Program services 

Column 2 

 

Community Mental 

Health Program services 

Column 3 

Local Mental Health Authority / Community 

Mental Health Program as service planner, 

quality assurance and safety net 

Column 4 

 

Community Mental 

Health Program community role 

 

Less complex MH 

conditions; 

 

 

More complex MH 

conditions; 

 

 

-Pre-commitment investigation and court 

testimony for commitment 

-Abuse investigation and reporting 

-Co-management of Oregon State Hospital 

patients, referral and discharge 

-Jail liaison and release planning 

-Psychiatric Security Review Board 

discharge planning and supervision of 

community placements 

-PSRB facility siting and community 

planning 

-24/7 crisis response 

-Licensing and oversight of residential 

facilities including locked, enhanced care 

facilities 

-Statutory biennial comprehensive 

community needs assessment and state plan 

for services 

-Assurance of service quality in a system of 

care, provider selection and oversight 

-Plan and conduct workforce development 

-Primary and secondary prevention activities 

-Disaster planning and training 

-Establish and utilize a community advisory 

board 

 

 

Coordination and consultation 

with:  

-Commissions on Children and 

Families  

-Local offices of Department of 

Human Services: Seniors & 

People with Disabilities; Children, 

Adults and Families  

-Local Alcohol and Drug 

Planning Cmte  

-Schools, district offices and 

ESDs 

-Local police agencies  

-County sheriffs  

-Local Public Safety Coordination 

Committees  

-Mental health, drug and veterans 

courts  

-Oregon Youth Authority  

-Emergency food and shelter 

services  

-City and county housing 

authorities  

-Community emergency 

preparedness entities  

 

 

Individual, group and 

family counseling;  

Peer-delivered services, 

including wellness 

coaches; Medication 

management;  

Case management and 

accessing other benefits 

and services; 

Coordination with other 

health services; 

 

Services tend to be 

delivered at or from the 

health services site 

 

Supported housing 

services; 

Supported employment; 

Supported education; 

In situ community tenure 

skill-training: health 

improvement, budgeting, 

shopping, food 

preparation, use of public 

transport, accessing 

social activities, and 

spiritual life 

 

Services tend to be 

delivered in the 

community, within 

consumer life activities, 

and in specialized 

settings 
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